
THE JOURNEY BEGINS IN 
ZAMBIA
Thanks to your support, IVUmed launched a new surgical 
training hub in Lusaka, Zambia this October.  Dr. Francis 
Schneck led an IVUmed team to conduct an initial site visit 
and surgical workshop at University Teaching Hospital, the 
primary training and referral hospital in Zambia.

Lusaka represents the wonderful potential for regional 
training efforts in Southern Africa.  Sharing borders with 
eight countries and already selected by the College of 
Surgeons of Eastern, Central and Southern Africa (CO-
SECSA) as a potential center of excellence, University 
Teaching Hospital has requested IVUmed’s services for 
some time.  Thanks to our members, funders and volun-
teers, we are now able to help build the availability of qual-
ity urological care in the region.

Zambia’s young and growing population faces a number 
of challenges as the country develops.  A major concern is 
the dearth of available pediatric urological care.  IVUmed’s 
first work in Lusaka witnessed this need with a caseload of 

both common and complex 
surgical cases.

Dr. Mohamed Labib and 
his Zambian colleagues are 
partnering with IVUmed to 
make our shared vision a 
reality.  Working with seven 
urologists and over a dozen nurses and technicians, the IVUmed 
team found a site with the potential to meet its population’s uro-
logical needs.  With the support of our members, we will apply 
our proven education model to make this happen.
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PARTNERING TO ADDRESS NEEDS IN 
SWAZILAND
IVUmed’s programs and activities have grown lately 
to include partners such as the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) and the World 
Health Organization (WHO).  In collaboration with the 
American Urological Association (AUA) and Jhpiego 
(a nonprofit affiliate of Johns Hopkins University) 
IVUmed is providing volunteers to support a USAID 
initiative in Swaziland to combat HIV/AIDS through 
adult male circumcision.    During a recent three-week 
“Back to School” campaign there, over 7,000 men 
were circumcised.  According to modeling studies, 
this translates into almost 2,000 HIV infections pre-
vented.  Our new partnership has made a lasting im-
pact in the country hardest hit by the HIV epidemic. 

“The moment that stands out 
for me was when the father 
of one patient grabbed my 
hands and bowed in appre-

ciation, saying over and over 
‘thank you, thank you, thank 

you.’  He was so grateful.  
You see incredible apprecia-

tion on these trips, which 
reminds me why I came and 

why I love nursing.” 
-Stacie Pearce, RN

Our MISSION
IVUmed is committed to making 
quality urological care available 
to people worldwide.  In fulfilling 
this mission, IVUmed provides 
medical and surgical education 
to physicians and nurses and 
treatment to thousands of 
suffering children and adults.



For Nearly Two Decades YOU HAVE IMPROVED LIVES Worldwide 

The “ART OF HEALING” Benefit
On August 28th, guests gathered at the University of Utah’s Museum of Fine Arts 
to support IVUmed’s mission and programs.  With the support of friends and col-
leagues, IVUmed raised funds that will benefit places desperately in need of surgi-
cal training. 
 

Guests generously participated in live and silent auctions, and enjoyed a short 
program while dining in the great hall.  This event, our most successful ever, was 
made possible by the incredible work of volunteers, partners at VISTA Staffing 
Solutions, and the amazing generosity of donors.  We are grateful to all. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO HONOREES
Outstanding Nurse - Stacie Pearce, RN

Dedicated Doctor - Francis Schneck, MD
Corporate Partner - FSC Laboratories

Volunteers held trainings at both pediatric and adult hospitals

Heather LeMelle, IVUmed’s 
Operations Coordinator, joined 
this year’s team and shares 
about her experience: “The 
Mongolian children have a trust 
beyond my imagination for the 
doctors and nurses within the 
walls of the OR.  This is an ex-
perience of a lifetime.  To my 
wonder and amazement, just 
hours after surgery, these little 
ones would smile at me.  I wit-
nessed the teaching of the pro-
cedures between colleagues 
and the devotion of the entire 
Mongolian and US team while 
breaking through language 
barriers.  I am honored to have 
participated.”

INCREASING CAPACITY IN 
MONGOLIA
Thanks to the generous support of our volunteers and donors, we have 
completed our third joint pediatric and general urology workshop in Mon-
golia.  Volunteers trained medical personnel at State Central Hospital #1 
and the Maternal and Child Hospital in Ulaanbaatar. The workshop brought 
together a highly skilled and dedicated multinational partnership with the 
shared goal of enhancing the quality and availability of urological training 
and care in Mongolia. The workshop served 60 children and adults while 
providing training for over 30 Mongolian physicians and nurses.

After successfully completing prior workshops, training at both hospitals 
has now advanced to include more complex procedures specifically tai-
lored to be performed in Mongolia.  This included advanced cystectomies 
and laparoscopic nephrectomies at the adult hospital.  While building 
upon previous trainings, the goal is to help our Mongolian medical part-
ners become independent in delivering much needed urological care.

Family owned for over 65 years, KARL STORZ EN-
DOSCOPY continues to build the company through 
innovation keyed to consultation with leading medical 
experts.  As a pioneer in endoscopy, STORZ has been 
at the forefront of creativity and versatility.  Since 1945, 
the company has accumulated over 400 patents, set-
ting standards for the entire field of endoscopy.  

We are thankful KARL STORZ ENDOSCOPY has 
joined us over the years to bring surgical teaching and 
service to children and adults through gracious dona-
tions of equipment and funding.  With this continued 
support, IVUmed has been able to move its teaching 
programs forward, caring for the underserved as well 
as developing regional teaching centers.   

CORPORATE 
SPOTLIGHT

Karl Storz Endoscopy

You have helped our partners reach more 
children and adults in Mongolia



Giving Residents an UNFORGETTABLE OPPORTUNITY

SCHOLAR SCHOOL SPONSOR SITE MENTOR
Bhavin Patel, MD Wake Forest University Astellas USA Foundation India Gopal Badlani, MD

Carvell Nguyen, MD Cleveland Clinic North Central Section Vietnam Laura Hart, MD

Eric Reid, MD Oregon Health & Science U. Verathon Medical Vietnam Steven Kahan, MD

James Hotaling, MD University of Washington Verathon Medical Uganda Stephen Watya, MD

Krishnan Venkatesan, MD Wayne State University SUFU Mozambique Igor Vaz, MD

Mark Preston, MD University of Ottawa Northeastern Section Vietnam Laura Hart, MD

Melina McCarty, MD Mass. General Hospital Astellas USA Foundation India Gopal Badlani, MD

Rose Khavari, MD Baylor College of Medicine South Central Section India Gopal Badlani, MD

Tullika Garg, MD Medical College of WI North Central Section India Sakti Das, MD

Yasmin Bootwala, MD Emory University Southeastern Section Uganda Stephen Watya, MD
Winifred Adams, MD Stanford University Western Section Swaziland & 

Uganda
Ira Sharlip, MD & 
Stephen Watya, MD

Thanks to the AUA Southeastern Section
“IVUmed gave me the priceless opportunity to reconnect with some of my fundamental goals.  
During a selfish time of intense training tempered by chronic fatigue, IVUmed offered me a 
reprieve, a chance to rekindle some of my passion for medicine. I am privileged to have had 
this opportunity” 

Dr. Yasmin Bootwala

Thanks to Astellas USA 
Foundation
“Overall, my experience was more than I expected.  
Although the staff was amazing and the case load 
was good, it was the patients that we helped that I 
will remember forever.  Helping improve the quality 
of life for so many people who had been suffering 
was very fulfilling. Thank you for providing me with 
this opportunity.” 

Dr. Bhavin Patel

Thanks to the AUA South Central Section
“I firmly believe being a part of IVUmed is an invaluable experience and I sincerely appreciate 
the South Central Section of the AUA and all the supporters and organizers in making such 
trips possible. My experience during this trip has taught me to be a more objective observer, 
avoid premature judgment, be a team player, and value the resources available. I impatiently 
look forward to my next trip.”

Dr. Rose Khavari

Thanks to the AUA North 
Central Section
“My time in Vietnam as part of the IVUmed team 
was absolutely amazing and life-changing in 
many ways.  Conservation and recycling of re-
sources, both in the medical field as well as my 
general living, are much more important to me 
now.  I would like to thank everyone at IVUmed 
and the North Central Section of the AUA for 
making this opportunity available to me.”

Dr. Carvell Nguyen

Dr. Bootwala in Uganda

Dr. Garg with a patient and his family in India

Dr. Hotaling presenting a bladder scanner to Ugan-
dan partners, a generous donation from Verathon

Dr. Hart, mentor, with resident scholars Drs. 
Nguyen and Preston and Vietnam partners

Dr. Patel operating with partners in India

RESIDENT SCHOLAR PROGRAM: 11 YEARS STRONG
Each year, IVUmed grants selected residents an opportunity to travel with board-certified 
urologists to hospitals abroad.  These educational rotations allow for exchange of ideas and 
surgical experience in a resource-limited setting. This marks the 11th year of the program.
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“This well-written book is timely, coming when 
the need for and importance of global surgery 

is being increasingly recognized. It argues 
convincingly why essential and emergency 

surgery should be a global public health 
priority....  The book is a clarion call for the 
provision of cost-effective surgical care to 

vulnerable populations everywhere.” 

-- Haile T. Debas, M.D.

Reserve your copy online:
www.ivumed.org

Phone: (801) 524-0201
Fax: (801) 524-0176

Email: info@ivumed.org
www.ivumed.org


